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Federal Court Issues Injunction
Blocking BLM’s Give-Away of Over 2,000 Acres of the Public’s Lands and 

Minerals Outside of Yerington 
  
Reno, NV.  On Thursday July 16 2026, the U.S. District Court in Reno, Nevada issued an injunction, 
preventing the federal government’s sale of over 2,000 acres of public lands and minerals to a multi-national 
company, ruling that the federal Interior Department’s (Bureau of Land Management) proposed sale violated 
numerous federal laws designed to protect the public interest. The injunction was requested by  Great Basin 
Resource Watch (GBRW),  Prayer Horse Inc. (PHI) and Taboosi Dikudu NO’Obatu Numma Cooperative 
(TDNONC).  The sale was slated to occur any time after July 27, 2026. 

The Court agreed that the BLM’s proposed sale was likely illegal under federal law, finding that the “Court 
agrees with Plaintiffs that Defendants [BLM] have not provided a satisfactory explanation as to the decision 
to effectuate the Sale.” Order at 11.  The Court noted the evidence that the true goal of the sale was to 
facilitate future mineral operations, not the site cleanup.

The Court found that that the groups were likely to prevail in the case on their central argument, that BLM 
failed to justify that the give-away of public lands and minerals was in the public interest, especially since the 
government admitted that the sale was not needed to finish the clean-up of the existing Anaconda mining 
pollution on the lands. ”Defendants have not shown data or provided adequate explanation as to why, for 
example, BLM’s ownership has or will hinder the clean-up.” Order at 11.

In addition, the Court agreed with the groups that BLM likely failed to consider the impacts from future 
mining operations on the lands, which the court documents showed was “reasonably foreseeable.”The court 
held that: “Plaintiffs point to ample information that they provided to BLM during the public comment 
process regarding future mining activity ... ‘[u]pon acquisition, ARC will convey title to all minerals to SPS and 
the parties will execute a Surface Use Agreement allowing SPS the right to explore and mine the property’ “ 
Order at 12.

The groups are represented by attorneys with the Western Mining Action Project based in 
Colorado, and Julie Cavanaugh-Bill, based in Elko, Nevada.

For background:
Eee our May 21 2026 media release and links within.
GBRW Anaconda Mine Webpage
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Quotes for publication

"As a human being I am connected to the land and to destroy the land is to destroy the mother of all living 
beings.  The land sale would remove our voice; once its private land our ability to protect and enjoy the land 
will be lost,“ said Johanna Emm, Executive Director of Taboosi Dikudu NO’Obatu Numma Cooperative.  “I 
am glad that the court understood that ARC/BLM did not provide evidence of how the land sale would make 
the Anaconda mine clean-up better, and that land will not be sold for now,” she said
  
“Mother Earth is not for sale. I appreciate the court’s finding in preserving my ability to stay connected to my 
homelands. We will continue to stand together to protect Mother Earth so that future generations can enjoy 
our ancestral lands for generations to come. We also stand to protect our sacred water from any further 
contamination. As Indigenous people, we hold water as sacred because water is life, and life is what all 
human beings should be fighting for. We say no to the sale of the land surrounding the Anaconda Mine site. 
Our lands, our waters, and our future are not for sale,” said Joshua Dini, Executive Director of Prayer Horse 
Inc.

“We are pleased that the court took a clear-eyed look at the issue upholding the public interest and 
recognizing the lack of evidence for the need to convey the public’s lands and minerals,” said John Hadder, 
Executive Director of Great Basin Resource Watch.  “Neither the Dept of Justice nor ARC could address the 
Court’s direct questions as to how the land sale facilitates the clean-up of the Anaconda site,” he said.
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