
 
July 2, 2024 
 
Alli Gordon 
Bureau of Land Management 
Winnemucca District Office 
5100 East Winnemucca Boulevard 
Winnemucca, NV 89445 
 
Re: Comments on Draft Environmental Assessment, Wildcat Exploration Project 
(DOI-BLM-NV-W010-2024-0017-EA) 
 
Dear Mr. Sevon, 
 
GBRW submits the following comments on the Environmental Assessment for the proposed 
Wildcat Exploration Project.  

 
Land Disturbances 
 
Under the Proposed Action, 113,500 linear feet of new roads would be constructed, with future 
phases potentially including up to 490,000 linear feet of roads. As stated in the Supplemental 
Information Report (SIR) - Proposed Action, the precise locations of future exploration activities 
and associated road disturbances are currently unknown; thus the road-related disturbances are 
calculated using stand-in slope averages seen on site.1 
 
Newly constructed roads, in addition to anticipated cross-country travel on site can establish a new 
pathway for soil erosion. Considering the uncertainty of how much new road surface will be 
constructed in future phases, there should be a better bounding on new road construction to 
prevent excessive soil erosion on site. 
 
Water Resources 
The project area straddles two hydrographic basins, Black Rock Desert 028 and Granite Springs 
Valley 078, both of which have committed groundwater uses exceeding their perennial yields.23 

3 Nevada Division of Water Resources (NDWR). 2024b. Hydrographic Area Summary for Granite Springs 
Valley Basin. 

2 Nevada Division of Water Resources (NDWR). 2024a. Hydrographic Area Summary for Black Rock 
Desert Basin. 

1 Bureau of Land Management (BLM). 2024a. Wildcat Exploration Project Supplemental Information 
Report - Proposed Action. United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. 
Winnemucca District Office. 



The Proposed Action includes drilling two new wells in the northern part of the Plan of Operations 
boundary, within the Black Rock Desert basin, to supply water for the project. Though the operator 
plans to discharge most of this water through sumps and/or discharge to ephemeral drainages, there 
is an anticipated consumption of some of this water for dust suppression activities. Although the 
Water Resources SIR considers this a “negligible amount of groundwater from the proposed supply 
wells”, what constitutes a negligible amount in an already over-allocated groundwater basin?4 
Operator Millennial NV LLC also has applied for two permits totaling 3120 AFA of water, far 
exceeding the amount of groundwater available in this basin and any pumping needs for exploration 
activities outlined in the Environmental Assessment.56 
 
Sensitive Habitat  
 
The Project Area contains nests of several raptors, including special-status species such as Golden 
Eagles. Raptor nest surveys conducted in 2022 reported one active Golden Eagle nest within the 
Project Area (11A), as well as another active nest within the one-mile buffer area (25)7. There were 
also several intact but unoccupied nests found in the same survey in 2022. The Project Area 
additionally covers 1,581 acres of Priority Habitat Management Area (PHMA) for the Greater Sage 
Grouse. There are also several leks of an unknown status in or near the project and with suitable 
habitat for Greater Sage Grouse, one within the Project Area and an additional three within the 
four mile buffer. Considering the presence of both this sensitive species habitat, as well as presence 
of special status species within the Project Area, appropriate protections need to be implemented 
by the operator to assure that these species are not jeopardized by the project. 
 
Cultural Resources  
 
The Project Area includes 903 archaeological sites and 15 architectural resources, 80 of which are 
eligible for listing under the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Native American 
archaeological sites within the Project Area are diverse and include “stacked rock features, cave/rock 
shelter sites, some sites with hunting features, and sites with the potential for subsurface 
components or with surface features/artifacts that have the potential to yield important data”8. The 
project needs to be aware of and take measures to avoid impacting historical and cultural sites. In 
particular, the project and BLM need to consult with local tribal governments to plan an appropriate 
protection strategy for these cultural sites. 
 
Data Collection  
 
If the project is approved, then it is recommended that as much geochemical and hydrological data 
is obtained without extending the impacts of the project on the environment.  
 
Reclamation  
Any exploration project needs to have a clear reclamation plan in place that describes how the 

8 BLM. 2024c. Wildcat Exploration Project Supplemental Environmental Report – Cultural Resources. 
United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. Winnemucca District Office. 

7 BLM. 2024n. Wildcat Exploration Project Supplemental Environmental Report – Wildlife. United States 
Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. Winnemucca District Office. 

6 NDWR. 2022b. Application No. 92262. Application for Permit to Appropriate the Public Waters of the 
State of Nevada. 

5 NDWR. 2022a. Application No. 92128. Application for Permit to Appropriate the Public Waters of the 
State of Nevada. 

4 BLM. 2024p. Wildcat Exploration Project Supplemental Environmental Report – Water Resources and 
Wetlands. United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management. Winnemucca District 
Office. 



area subject to exploration is to be returned to its “natural” state.  
 
Toxic Materials  
Use of any non-natural, toxic materials, should be minimized and contained. Any spillage of toxic 
materials needs to be cleaned up to return to its natural state. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit these comments. Please contact John Hadder if you have 
any questions, and we look forward to your response. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
John Hadder 
Director, Great Basin Resource Watch 


