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State of Nevada Issues “CEASE AND DESIST” to Lithium Nevada Corp.
on Groundwater Pumping for the Thacker Pass Mine

RENO, NV —In a letter dated June 20, 2025 the Nevada Division of Water Resources (Division) required Lithium
Nevada Corp. (LNC) “to immediately CEASE AND DESIST any further pumping from the Quinn #1 well. The State
Engineer likewise hereby notifies LNC that it is prohibited from pumping water from any other well that is proposed
as a point of diversion under the above- mentioned applications, including but not limited to the Quinn #2 well.”

Thacker Pass Area Rancher, Edward Bartell, had protested LNC’s water applications back in 2020, and filed in March
2023 for Judicial Review (case captioned Bartell Ranch, LLC vs. Sullivan [case no. CV0023382]) of the Division’s
ruling accepting the applications and thus rejecting Bartell’s protest. On April 10, 2025 the Sixth Judicial District
Court of the State of Nevada reversed and remanded the State Engineers’s decision.

The Division sent a letter to LNC on April 28, 2025 stating that “Lithium Nevada Corp.'s Permits 89681-89684 and
Permits 89991-90006 are returned to application status, requiring further review by the State Engineer.” Therefore,
LNC has not had rights to pump water from those wells since April 28, 2025, yet continued to do so in violation of the
court order and Nevada Law, resulting in the CEASE AND DESIST order from the Division.

The CEASE AND DESIST letter cited evidence of illegal pumping from an investigation initiated on June 4 2025,
and additional evidence provided by Edward Bartell in his “Request to Investigate Alleged Violation” filed to the
Division on June 17, 2025.

“The Thacker Pass Lithium mine was poorly planned with sloppy permitting, and now Lithium Nevada Corp. finds
itself without water as a result. The fast-tracked mine clearly ran over Edward’s water rights that are protected under
Nevada law setting a dangerous example instead of trying to work out a mutually acceptable plan,” said John Hadder,
Director of Great Basin Resource Watch
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