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Formal Protests Charge BLM Anaconda Mine Land Sale 
Final EA and FONSI as Illegal

(Reno, NV) — June 5, 2025 Great Basin Resource Watch (GBRW) and Prayer Horse Inc. (PHI) 
filed a formal protests (GBRW protest and PHI protest) regarding the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM)    Final   Environmental Assessment (  F  EA)   and FONSI   to sell 2,062 acres of 
land in and around the abandoned Anaconda mine site in Yerington, NV to Atlantic Richfield 
Company (ARC).  The proposal was requested by ARC, and mirrors the previous, and failed, 
attempt to transfer public land at the site to ARC through Representative Amodei’s bill HR 
5347.

The abandoned Anaconda mine site in Yerington, NV continues to be a point of concern with 
Nevadans who are worried about lasting health effects from the mine contamination.  Despite 
clear plans for mining and remaining activities in and around the Anaconda site the BLM 
refuses to analyze these plans as part of the land sale FEA.  A map created by GBRW and 
linked here clearly shows the overlap in mining plans and the land sale parcels.  Great Basin 
Resource Watch and Prayer Horse Inc. submitted public comments with our concerns on 
January, 21th 2025 (GBRW comments and PHI comments).

Summary and GBRW’s   and PHI   Primary Concerns filed in our protest:  
1. This sale does not support the public interest.   Under federal law, land sales can only 

occur if they are in the public interest.  BLM’s public interest assessment must include 
consideration of the burden as well as the benefits that might flow from a land 
exchange or sale.  This determination requires that BLM give “full consideration” to 
securing important objectives that include “[p]rotection of fish and wildlife habitats, 
cultural resources, watersheds, wilderness and aesthetic values; enhancement of 
recreation opportunities and public access according to regulations.  But, the FEA 
treats the land sale as merely a transfer of ownership and ignores its duties under 
federal law. However, the expedited process could mean that the scope and level of 

1

mailto:pookoo@prayerhorse.org
https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/2035766/570
https://gbrw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Prayer-Horse-Inc-Protest-Letter-to-BLM-dated-6-4-25.pdf
https://gbrw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/GBRW-Anaconda-land-sale-protest-6-3-25-final.pdf
https://gbrw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/GBRW-Anaconda-land-sale-PEA-comments-final-1-21-25.pdf
https://gbrw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/prayer-horse-inc-comment-re-doi-blm-nv-c020-2025-0010-rmp-ea-01.21.2025.pdf
https://gbrw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/UpdatedLayout-withcaption-480x621.png


cleanup will be reduced. GBRW does not believe that a reduction of public oversight is
in the best interest of the public.

2. BLM failed to justify the land disposal  .  BLM failed to provide a detailed analysis of 
the justification for BLM to remove itself from its oversight duties to protect public 
lands and ensure their continued use for the public good. BLM states that the sale is 
needed because: “Robust land use restrictions can be placed on the parcels to protect 
the remedial action, if made private.”  But BLM does not show that it cannot also 
require “robust land use restrictions” under federal law (when added to any state or 
local requirements).
The FEA provides no convincing evidence that the public is better served with no BLM 
oversight of lands that it has been entrusted to protect, and ignores BLM’s substantial 
regulatory authority over the lands under FLPMA (such as the requirements to “prevent
unnecessary or undue degradation”).

3. The FEA completely ignores the re-mining/mining plans  .  The National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires reasonably foreseeable actions to be 
analyzed.   Lion Copper and Gold (LCG) and its wholly owned Singatse Peak Services 
LLC (SPS) have clear plans for re-mining/mining the Anaconda site, which are publicly 
detailed in a Preliminary Economic Assessment report which states: 

“In order to facilitate remediation by ARC, advanced discussions are ongoing 
between ARC and BLM for ARC to acquire the BLM unpatented mining claims 
at the Yerington Property.  Upon acquisition, ARC will convey title to all 
minerals to SPS and the parties will execute a Surface Use Agreement allowing 
SPS the right to explore and mine the property.”

The report goes on to detail the re-mining/mining plans as part of the Yerington 
Copper Project including draining the Anaconda pit lake.   None of this is analyzed in 
the PEA, and a serious violation of US law.

4. BLM is ignoring consequences related to the Walker River  .    Removal of all lands 
through which the Walker River flows or removal of lands that might affect resources 
associated with the Walker River, such as riparian areas and recreation, which is not 
address in the FEA.

5. Indigenous culture aspects are not sufficiently addressed  .   The lands included 
for sale are part of the traditional territory of the Yerington Paiute Tribe. This sale will 
impact cultural sites of significance to the Tribe.

Quotes for publication   

“Prayer horse is in opposition of bureau of land management, privatizing public lands. As a 
land defender,  Prayer horse will stand to protect plants used for traditional foods and 
medicinal purposes by the original inhabitants, sacred sites and wildlife.,”  said Joshua Dini Sr. 
a Walker River Tribal member and Chairman of Prayer Horse Inc. Board of Directors.       
              
“BLM appears to acting as an agent for private corporations by ignoring the clear plans for re-
mining/mining, which is a gift to those companies. Under the proposed land disposal BLM will 
be removed from oversight.  The BLM’s responsibility is to the public interest in lands that it 
has been entrusted to protect, not to cater to the desires of private corporations,” said John 
Hadder, Director of Great Basin Resource Watch.
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