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Big Springs Wetland

Saved from Mine Groundwater Pumping

By John Hadder

he Long Canyon Mine sits on the eastern flank of the North

Pequops Range just south of Interstate 80. The mine was fully
permitted and began construction in 2015 despite objections from
the Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Reservation. Their filed
complaint stated that the mine would result in the “destruction of
thousands of cultural artifacts and hundreds of cultural sites.”

The permitted mine plan was to extract gold ore in an open pit
above the water table. However, about a year after production began
at the mine, the operator, Newmont Corp, amended the plan to
expand the mine to deep below the water table. Under this “Phase
II, massive groundwater pumping would be needed to prevent the
mine pit from flooding. GBRW suspects that Newmont had plans
to go below the water table before the original plan was permitted.
Certainly it would be easier to first permit a mine that is above the
water table.

Phase II raised increased concerns about the mine from the Goshute
community, GBRW, and other organizations and ranchers in the

region. On February 4, 2020 came the applications that would
have granted pumping a whopping 43,000 gallons per minute of
water from Goshute Valley on the eastern side of the North Pequop
Mountains. The proposed expansion and dewatering of the mine
would pump on average 45,000 acre-feet per year - over half the
annual water use of 500,000 people - for at least 20 years and remove
more than 300 billion gallons of water from the deep aquifer.

The aggressive pumping campaign would have lowered the water
table around the site by at least 1,000 feet, which would quickly
dry up the Johnson Springs Wetland Complex), comprising 88
individual springs with combined total long-term average flow of
1,715 gallons per minute or 2,770 acre-feet per year. This would
have caused significant harm to hundreds of species of wildlife,
including sage grouse, endangered Relict Dace and numerous game
species, such as mule deer, pronghorn and elk. The pumping would
also draw water from four nearby basins, including Independence
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Rupert Steele

Spiritual Leader, Water, Lands
and Culture Protector

By John Hadder

In 2018 the Progressive Leadership Alliance of Nevada (PLAN)
and GBRW released the film Tainted Thirst.

with Chairman Rupert Steele singing a traditional song. He said,

The film opens

“That song has been sung for many generations, over thousands
g g y 8

of years by my Shoshone People to pay respect to the ore that is

underneath our feet.”

I met Rupert many years ago at a Shoshone gathering in Crescent
Valley Nevada, and his gentle presence struck me. In recent years,
our paths crossed again regarding the Long Canyon gold mine
that lies within the ancestral land of the Goshute people. The Long
Canyon Mine threatened the water and cultural landscape of the
Goshute people. Deeply connected to place and culture, Rupert was
dedicated to advocating for tribal sovereignty, protection of natural
resources, and preservation of tribal languages, traditions and
culture. He communicated to GBRW the history and relationship
of Goshute people to the region of the Long Canyon Mine:

The Johnson Springs and Big Springs complex
is itself a sacred site of worship that is culturally
connected to other significant and recognized
cultural areas including the Swamp Cedars
Area to the south in Spring Valley. Protection
of the cultural values and ongoing spiritual
practices that depend on these springs and
wetlands requires protection of the springs’ and
wetlands” water sources as well.
Rupert was a key force in the protection of Bahwahsahbee, also

called the Swamp Cedars, a significant cultural area for the

Shoshone people. According to Rupert, "This is where our people
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were killed. And those trees there? They're being fertilized by those
that died there. We look at it as a monument.”

Rupert was a mentor to many people within his community and
those outside, including many of us at GBRW. To Western Shoshone
Delaine Spilsbury, Rupert was a Spiritual presence. “He retaught
me how to listen to hear the voice of nature and brought back my
recollection and understanding of the sacred site, Bahwahsahbee,”
said Spilsbury. “Every time I went out to Bahwahsahbee with
Rupert to bless the springs I would see an Eagle. This was significant
especially since other times when Rupert was not with me and
others I did not see an Eagle.”

Rupert’s presence is dearly missed, but his spirit continues to live in

the land and in the people he touched.

Rupert Steele, former chairman,
Copfederated Tribes of the Goshute Reservation.
\ Photo:  prps/lwww.swampcédars.org/news
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Long Valley looking east taken from the Johnson
Springs Wetland Complex. 2023.
Photo: Monique Normand

Big Springs Wetland, continued from page 1

Valley, home to the endangered Independence Valley Speckled Dace
and the highly endangered Independence Valley Tui Chub.

However, GBRW organized a coalition, including Center for
Biological Diversity, Toiyabe Chapter of the Sierra Club, Progressive
Leadership Alliance of Nevada, Wild Horse Education, and Pequop
Conservancy, to oppose the mine expansion. On April 7, 2020,
we collectively filed a formal water protest to the Nevada Division
of Water Resources on all of the Nevada Gold Mines (assumed
mine operations from Newmont in 2019) water applications. The
Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Reservation filed separately as a

sovereign nation.

Since the filing of those water protests, there has been no action
to expand the mine. In late summer 2020, Nevada Gold Mines
requested that BLM and Nevada Division of Water Resources pause
the federal permitting process and the water applications. In March,
2024, the Elko Daily Free Press reported that Barrick Gold, which
has a controlling interest in Nevada Gold Mines, announced that
the company decided not to pursue permitting for Phase 2 mining
at Long Canyon in Elko County. Thus, closing the door on the
expansion plan. GBRW thanks all of the people and foundations
who supported this work to protect the springs.

GBRW to Support New Water Bill

reat Basin Resource Watch supports the Great Basin Water
Network proposed  bill

to modernize use-it-or-lose-it
provisions in Nevada law. The bill creates a system where an entity
making a demonstrable investment in a conservation measure
— going from flood irrigation to efficient sprinklers or drip, for
example — can file a water conservation plan with state regulators.

The bill would:

* Protect the conserved or saved portion of their right from
use-it-or-lose-it provisions in the law for entities that make

demonstrable investments in water conservation practices.

* Prohibit entities from “conserving” the entire amount of
a permitted, certified, or vested water right. This prevents
abuse from speculators.

¢ Offer alternatives to buy-and-dry proposals that take water
and people off the land, invite invasive weeds, and upend
rural community dynamics.

This voluntary program is a way to
prevent entities that make conservation
investments from losing the physical
and economic values of their
water rights if they want to use less.

These provisionsare voluntary and limited for up to 10 years. Renewals
would be allowed after the terms of the Water Conservation Plan
(WCP) expire. After expiration of a WCE a water user could resume
putting that water to use again for non-conservation purposes.
The proposal respects the principle of “enlargement,” which means
another water user couldn’t use the “conserved” or “saved” water

that’s flowing downstream.

GBRW to Engage on Recycling Bill

Assemblyman Howard Watts proposed a Natural Resources
Committee recycling bill. Our understanding of the intention of the
legislation is to focus on solar panel and lithium batteries with an
emphasis on second uses and a process to ensure recycling once the
technologies can no longer be used. GBRW has discussed this bill
with Assemblyman Watts and Western Resource Advocates, who are
drafting how to address lithium battery recycling. GBRW expects
to work in support of the bill so long as it does not resemble the
recently vetoed California recycling bill.

See you at the 2025 legislature!
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A compendium of some of the projects we watch and challenge when we must.
We’re the Lone Ranger when it comes to closely monitoring mining impacts in Nevada.
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Tour of Ash Meadows with Blacks in Nature, a 501c3 organization
that creates accessible outdoor experiences for people of color
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The Time for a Mineral
Withdrawal to Protect
Ash Meadows Has Come

By Mason Voehl, Amargosa Conservancy

In the heart of the Amargosa River watershed, on Death Valley’s
eastern shoulder, a coalition of Tribes, conservation non-profit
partners, and local government leaders have rallied around a singular
idea: that life and water in these arid desert lands are one and the
same.

This is a direct response to an escalating interest in mineral exploration
and lithium extraction on the doorstep of Ash Meadows National
Wildlife Refuge, and near the doorsteps of homes and businesses in
the nearby communities of western Nevada. Born out of concern
for impact to groundwater that sustains the human and wildlife
communities near Ash Meadows and Death Valley National Park,
the coalition is urging leaders within the Department of the Interior
and Congress to take decisive action. The call has been issued for a
withdrawal of public lands from new mineral claims and exploration
to enhance safeguards for this exceptionally sensitive cultural and
ecological landscape.

Support for this action has been formally expressed by the Timbisha
Shoshone Tribe, Amargosa Valley Town Board, Beatty Town
Advisory Board, Nye County Water District, Nye County Board
of County Commissioners, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, the
National Park Service, Senators Catherine Cortez Masto and Jacky
Rosen, Representatives Steven Horsford, Susie Lee, and Dina Titus,
24 non-profit organizations, and over 2,600 individuals.
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Protect Mcdermitt
Caldera Coalition Forms

By Kassandra Lisenbee

he fight to protect Pechee Mu'huh has expanded to the wider

McDermitt  Caldera. GBRW along with People of Red
Mountain, Earthworks, and Oregon Natural Desert Association
have created the Protect McDermitt Caldera Coalition. The Caldera
is in danger of becoming a mining district with five transnational
companies - Lithium Americas, LiVE/US Energy Metal Corps,
Chariot Corp/FMS Lithium, Aurora Energy Metals and Jindalee
Lithium/HiTech - laying claims to the area. The Caldera now has
more mining-claimed land than unclaimed land.

Our coalition wants to:
* Continue highlighting the failed permitting process and
dangerous precedent set by Thacker Pass

* Monitor expansion permits at Thacker Pass, and require
accountability from Lithium Nevada Corp.

* Protect the northern part of the Caldera from a Jindalee
Lithium mine

* Educate the public about the full scale impacts of mining
to support Community Right to Know Principles

* Protect rights to clean air, land, and water

* Protect and uplift the importance of cultural landscapes

Our coalition has hosted two community events in 2024 and looks

forward to continuing our work into 2025.

Protect Mcdermitt Caldera coalition event at the Mcdermitt
Reservation in Fall 2024. Photo: Chanda Callao



Local wildlife. Photo: Mart Tanager

Proposed Spring
Valley Mine
Another Large-scale Dewatering Project
By John Hadder

Solidus Resources LLC (SR) is proposing a gold mine on the
eastern side of the Humboldt Range in Pershing County,
Nevada. The plan of operations would intercept the Spring Creek
drainage that has significant riparian areas including multiple
springs. A number of these springs are also public water reserves
(PWR) of the same type that GBRW successfully litigated at the Mt.
Hope proposed mine site. The mine would pump a large volume
of water in order to lower the water table for a deep open pit. This
area, like most with springs in the Great Basin, is very important for
wildlife and contains cultural sites. The springsnail (Pvinyardi), a
sensitive species known only to occur in Elko County, has also been
identified in Pershing County. There have been a number of protests
filed against the mining companies’ water applications.

The company has started the federal permitting process and GBRW
submitted extensive scoping comments in April 2024. Initially, SR
is proposing considerable water extraction, averaging about 4 billion
gallons each year for the first 2 years of pumping, and peaking
at levels as high as 16 billion gallons annually at 15 months after
initiation. After this period, pumping is expected to reduce to 2
billion gallons per year and not drop below 525,000 gallons per year
until the fifth year of mining.

As proposed, there will be a large deep mining pit lake remaining
after mining is completed that will serve to draw and degrade the
region’s aquifer indefinitely, including drawing water away from area
springs. One of the reforms that GBRW has been trying to advance
is the avoidance of mining pit lakes. This mine is another example of
the ongoing problem.

Major permit applications have not been submitted to state agencies.
GBRW will send out notifications for actions on this proposal. If
you are not on our action alert list please contact kassandra@gbrw.
org to get connected.

Fast-tracked Lithium
Mine Threatens
Endangered Species

By Patrick Donnelly, Center for Biological Diversity

he Rhyolite Ridge Mine Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) was issued for public comment this spring. The document
was over 2,000 pages long, including supplemental reports. The
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) provided only 45 days for
public comment despite an extension request from conservation

groups and the Timbisha Shoshone Tribe.

The DEIS describes a significantly different mine plan from that
presented during the scoping period in 2022. The pits and waste
rock dumps have been reconfigured, and many elements of the mine
infrastructure were moved. This was largely to accommodate the
rare wildflower Tiehm’s buckwheat, which is protected under the
Endangered Species Act and lives only at Rhyolite Ridge within the
footprint of the mine site.

Most concerning from the DEIS was the anticipated impacts of
groundwater pumping. The mine pit itself will require dewatering
— draining the aquifer so that the pit doesnt fill with water. This
will cause numerous springs in the Silver Peak Range mountains,
where Rhyolite Ridge is situated, to go dry. These springs are
essential for bighorn sheep and mule deer, and have been important
to Indigenous people for thousands of years. Additional pumping
will occur for ore processing, first at the mine site and then down in
Fish Lake Valley, which will be shipped to the mine site via pipeline.
Groundwater drawdown due to this pumping could affect wetlands
and springs in the valley and exacerbate drawdown close to nearby
agricultural communities.

Continued on page 6
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Photo taken in front of Cave Springs, a cultural sacred site of the
Western Shoshone Nation. Left to Right: Joe Kennedy, Carrie Bigley,

Jared Naimark, Kassandra Lisenbee. Photo: Kassandra Lisenbee

Draft Rhyolite EIA, continued from page 5

A coalition of environmental and Indigenous groups submitted a
comment letter on the DEIS, including expert reports on Tiehm’s
buckwheat, groundwater, pit wall stability, and dust. These
comments and reports revealed major flaws and inadequacies in the
baseline information, the mine plan description, and the impacts
analysis in the DEIS. Several local Tribes also submitted comments,

representing their own concerns.

On September 20th, BLM issued the Final Environmental Impact
Statement (FEIS) for the mine, accompanied by a biological opinion
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). The mine plan
analyzed in the FEIS is largely similar to the one from the DEIS.
Changes will not appreciably decrease the risks to Tiehm’s buckwheat,
groundwater, or air quality. USFWS found that the mine would not
jeopardize the continued existence of Tiehm’s buckwheat and would
not adversely modify its critical habitat. The mining company has
stated that BLM expects to sign a Record of Decision before the
end of the year. Those concerned about the mine are formulating a
response. For any concerns or to see how you can get involved, you
can reach out to Patrick Donnelly, with the Center for Biological
Diversity; pdonnelly@biologicaldiversity.org or John Hadder, Great
Basin Resource Watch; john@gbrw.org

6 | BRISTLECONE

Continued Lithium
Exploration in the
Great Basin

By Matt Tananger

Surge Battery Metals (SBM) has been working on developing a
new lithium project near Jackpot called the NV North Lithium
Project. It is in the exploration stage now with a series of exploration
drill sites in northeastern Nevada. GBRW traveled to the site in May
to survey conditions and get a sense of any drilling progress that had
been made . Activity seemed low but ongoing, including a large area

that had been brush-hogged in the late spring.

SBM controls about 13,000 acres in the Granite Range for the
project, which are mostly contiguous but are not directly bordering
a significant wetland complex and includes a large area of historic
livestock grazing land. The local Salmon River Cattlemen’s
Association (SRCA) has put up gated fences but keeps them

unlocked to allow public hunting and angling access.

SBM released a technical report eatlier this year, and continues to
work on assessing mineralization of the area. The company is publicly
presenting an optimistic projection for lithium mining. But, two of
their water rights permits are currently under protest by the SRCA
due to the lack of available water in the basin and potential impacts
to other water users.

We expect an Environmental Assessment public comment period
related to further exploration efforts to begin in mid to late 2025.
For anyone interested in the project or the area, it is accessible by
low clearance cars via a maintained dirt road from the northwest. It’s
certainly worth a visit to see what’s going on. GBRW is planning to
host a gathering on-site in the spring of 2025. Stay tuned!

Proposed mine site area. Photo: Matt Tanager
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Great Basin Resource Watch Turns 30!

By Kassandra Lisenbee

Great Basin Resource Watch was founded in 1994 by a coalition
of environmentalists, Native Americans, and scientists. GBRW
arose out of a desperate need for a public interest organization that
tracks mining projects, supports communities, and holds large-scale,
multinational mining corporations accountable throughout the
Great Basin.

Our mission remains “To protect the health and well-being of the
land, air, water, wildlife, and human communities of the Great Basin
from the adverse effects of industrial development and resource
extraction and use.”

In May, GBRW hosted its first community event in our new office
space! The event displayed 30 years of involvement in the Great
Basin, and highlighted some of the fights and wins our organization
and others have had against the industry over the years. Some of our
bigger wins include:

* Supporting Reno Sparks Indian colony in stopping a
proposed Kitty Litter Mine in Hungry Valley - 2004

* Successfully advocating for mercury emission regulations
- later encouraging national standards - 2006

* Defeating the Mt Hope Molybdenum mine in federal
court - 2023

* Challenging water permits stopping the expansion of the
Long Canyon mine protecting streams and springs in
the area - 2024

We finished the event with a screening of People of Red Mountain:

Life over Lithium about their fight to protect Pechee Mu’huh. You
can watch the documentary here (People of Red Mountain: Life over
Lithium (a short film) (youtube.com))

Community Testimonials

“What a blessing for GBRW to keep watch over an industry set to
destroy the world to make a profit. As a Western Shoshone (Newe)
woman, mother and grandmother, I have witnessed the destructive
and unhealthy nature and impact that mining has done to Newe
Sogobia (Shoshone's Earth Mother). As an Indigenous woman and
life giver, it is heartbreaking to witness the enormity of demolishing
mountains, and poisoning the land, air and water. These are our
spiritual relatives, to be honored and respected for giving life. Thank
you, GBRW, for your outstanding work of holding an industry
accountable.”

— Mary Gibson, citizen of the Te-Moak Tribe
of the Western Shoshone, Elko Band

“For the past 30-ish years, GBRW has been a staunch ally, supporter
and friend in our struggle to protect the environment for future
generations. I know that Carrie Dann and Larson Bill thought highly
of GBRW and I appreciate the work and dedication of GBRW for
the protection of land and water. I look forward to our continued
partnership as we move forward.”

— Fermina Stevens, Director of the Western Shoshone Defense
Project and citizen of the Western Shoshone Nation

WINTER 2024 | 7



LITHIUM MINING ¢fadlates

Advocating for True Circularity
and Equity in the “Lithium Loop”

By John Hadder and Sheila Davis with Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives (GAIA)

BRW attended the Recharge

Nevada: Nevada Lithium
Circular Economy Conference
(of what the Governor of Nevada
calls the Lithium Loop) at the
University of Nevada in Reno
in April 2024. The university
received a grant of $1 million from

o
=
37:"&_’-"1""& >

(15

the National Science Foundation
to develop a Tech Hub, and

applied for another grant from SRR

the U.S. Economic Development b o) B

Administration (EDA) as part of
the agency’s Tech Hub Program.
The EDA proposal is called
Supercharging Nevadas Lithium
Batteries and other EV Materials
Loop.

The conference was loaded with
talk of innovation and a new
economy for Nevada. But, what M
does it mean to have a circular
economy? Nature itself is a good
model - Nature has no trash can. True circular processes reuse all
materials and have zero waste, so the Lithium Loop should be about
reducing the input of extracted raw materials and reducing the
output of waste. At the same time, the mining industry, prominent
at this conference, proclaimed the need for initial input of lithium
and other minerals to start the loop. However, over time the role of
mining should decrease under the circular concept unless demand
continues to grow. Given the discussion at the conference, it appears
that the growth paradigm is in full swing, allowing the mining

industry to continue extraction.

GBRW supports work to transform our current economy into one
that is circular. This will result in less mining and other extraction,
which damages ecosystems and disrupts communities. We have
formed a Nevada Lithium Loop working group with Earthworks,
GAIA and academic researchers to advocate for true circular
principles, requiring accountability, equity and transparency in this
Lithium Loop. Our concern is that the evolving lithium economy
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Pyromatallurgy and cther high-haat thermal
processing of waste batterios

is not circular but is being labeled
as such, which means Nevada is a
source of “greenwashing” instead

of a true economic innovator.

4 At GBRW we want to be optimistic
;g about the creation of a circular
5 economy and we are concerned
that holistic thinking is not at
the core of the Lithium Loop.
At a presentation by the CEO of
Dragonfly Energy, a new Nevada-
based

start-up, the question was asked

battery  manufacturing
if recyclability was considered in
the design of the batteries. The

That, the
CEO explained, is up to recycling

answer was a flat “No”.

companies like Redwood Materials
to sort out.

If we dont design to optimize
recycling then aggressive methods
will

using  harsh  chemicals

probably be needed, resulting in incomplete recycling.

The field of battery recycling is changing rapidly. Many different
proposed recycling processes combine steps in different ways often
using inconsistent terminology. At least three battery recycling
facilities are located in the Lithium Loop. All the recycling facilities
use different technologies. The battery recycling process typically uses
a high volume of water and includes a sequence of interconnected
steps that involve pyrometallurgy (high thermal heat) and
hydrometallurgy (acid leaching) systems. The hydrometallurgical
process can result in emissions of hydrogen sulfide (H2S), sulfur
oxides, carbon monoxide (CO), hydrogen chloride, and fluoride-
containing gasses. Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), known
as forever chemicals due to their persistence in the environment and
human bodies, are among a host of toxic air emissions, wastewater,
and other byproducts generated from the process.

Continued on page 9



Advocating for True Circularity, continued from page 8

Most of the proposed recycling pathways are not yet mature. A
range of technical and economic barriers have yet to be addressed to
transition successfully from a pilot or lab-scale lithium-ion battery
recycling process operating under optimal conditions to a high-
volume commercial scale process.

Our working group recommends a Lithium Loop circular economy
system that:

* Incentivizes manufacturers to design batteries to extend
their lifespan through repair and repurposing

* Locates recycling facilities that can be scaled safely while
disclosing materials recovery inputs and outputs, energy,
water use and toxic emissions

* Ensures transparency and community access to
environmental health data by communities

* Excludes all recycling processes that use incineration,
combustion and smelting as a form of recycling

Circularity and the circular economy should exclude processes that
destroy materials. The pressures on the environment can only be
redeemed if the Lithium Loop is a closed-loop recycling process
where all battery materials are recovered and returned to battery
production in a way that displaces the need for primary extraction.

Let us know if you wish to connect with our Nevada Lithium Loop

working group by email - john@gbrw.org, or phone - 775-348-1986.

KEEP UP TO DATE ON THIS AND
OTHER PROJECTS AT GBRW.ORG

Western Mining Action Network Conference,
Montreal, Canada

By Great Basin Resource Watch

he Western Mining Action Network (WMAN) connects

locally-based citizen groups and activists in the US and
Canada in an effort to share information, tools and resources
related to hard rock mining. WMAN hosts a bi-annual
conference alternating between Canada and the United
States. The 2022 conference was held in Reno, Nevada, with
GBRW taking the organizing lead, and this year’s conference
was held in Montreal, Canada, focusing on “Mining Justice
in the Climate Crisis”.

Conferences are held near areas where mining occurs
and support directly affected people. The gatherings
elevate Indigenous voices, leadership development, and

environmental advocacy and democratic organizing training.

Participants in the 2024 Bi-annual WMAN conference. Photo: Jo Hamel

GBRW organized a contingent of about 10 people from the Great
Basin to attend. For other information on WMAN and their

WESTERN MINING
ACTION NETWORK

W
A

resources please visit https://www.miningactionnetwork.org/

about—western—mining—action-network
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Opinion: Out of Sight, Out of Mine

Rural Extraction Demands Urban Attention

By Dexter Lim, Las Vegas Resident and Environmental Law Student

Nearly 30 centuries since it was coined, the adage “out of
sight, out of mind” has taken on significant new meaning.
As understood by modern psychology, this quirk of cognition has
proven to be more than a reason why you forget your keys in the
drawer.

International research demonstrates that physical distance will
affect an individual’s understanding of the affective state of other
places and peoples — put simply, separation compromises our
sense of empathy. Given the unprecedented extraction aimed at the
Southwest wilderness, especially for lithium, this source of alienation
is a threat to accountability that urban residents have to overcome.

Major industrial operations have traditionally been kept far afield
of cities. And for mining this is with good reason — logistical and
safety concerns keep mines away from dense populations. But
necessary as the separation may be, this physical gap perpetuates a

knowledge gap.

This lack of awareness manifests in oversights and entitlement. Many
beneficiaries of rural resources never meaningfully question where or
how they were sourced. In the desert, this uncritical thought pattern
underpins federal actions to rush new mining approvals on imperiled
habitats and sacred land.

Even in metropolitan cores closest to these operations, the full
impacts of rural extraction becomes blurred as a two-fold function
of proximity bias. Not only do the enormous land footprints of
mines remain distant from urban eyes, but the outcomes are deeply
skewed to highlight technology and vital infrastructure, jewelry and
appliances.

This dynamic stalls action while providing cover for bad actors. The
end result is neglect, unsalvageable land, unaddressed water pollution,
and displacement among Indigenous and rural communities.

Distance-driven detachment facilitates reckless permitting and
underregulated mining; we cannot ignore just how much of
our shared water it demands. Among all sectors in need of water
conservation, mining is perhaps the most difficult to remedy. There
is a complete lack of federal rules limiting how much water a mine
can consume, and extraction of the most in-demand mineral in the
Southwest — lithium — is water-intensive.

Urban residents must not lose sight of the massive industrial
activity happening just beyond their everyday environment. This
is important for practical and moral reasons: we all use the same

water and we must reject disproportionate and inequitable sacrifice.
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Monumental change is coming for the hinterlands. As corporate and
government figures alike encourage deregulation, urban beneficiaries
have a duty to stand in solidarity with the frontline communities to
protect the future of our desert.

“Among all sectors in need of
water conservation, mining is
perhaps the most difficult to
remedy. There is a complete
lack of federal rules limiting
how much water a mine can
consume, and extraction of
the most in-demand mineral
in the Southwest — lithium —
is water-intensive.”



INTERNATIONAL MINING Aeree

The UN Secretary-General’s Panel on Critical Energy
Transition Minerals meeting in Nairobi, August 2024.

Photo credit: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark

UN Secretary General’s Panel
on Critical Minerals

By Brytnee Laurette - Making Clean Energy Clean Coalition Coordinator - Earthworks

he United Nations” 11 September 2024 report on critical minerals

addressed a key challenge in the global shift to renewable energy:
The growing demand for minerals like lithium, cobalt, nickel, and
rare earth elements, which are vital for technologies such as electric
vehicles (EVs), present environmental and social risks that end up
repeating the same patterns as oil and gas extraction.

Mining operations commonly occur in ecologically sensitive areas,
and often on or within close proximity to Indigenous Peoples’ lands.
Additionally, the carbon footprint of mining and refining of these
minerals contributes to climate change, creating a paradox where
efforts to transition to “clean energy” may worsen environmental

degradation.

Renewable energy technologies are an important piece to achieving
the Paris Agreement’s net-zero targets, yet they rely heavily on the
extraction of transition minerals. The panel highlighted that the
demand for these minerals will skyrocket by 2040 as the world
transitions to clean energy, assuming aggressive demand reduction
policies are not employed. Human rights must be at the core of
all mineral value chains. This is not only a moral imperative, but
essential to meeting legal obligations and ensuring justice, equity
and sustainability. Human rights must be protected, respected and
fulfilled, including those of workers, children, youth, women, local
communities, and environmental and human rights defenders.

Social and cultural impacts are equally concerning. Many transition
minerals are sourced from the Global South, where mining often

leads to the violation of human rights, disregard of Indigenous
Sovereignty and labor violations. The displacement of Indigenous
communities and destruction of livelihoods are common, making it
clear that centering Indigenous Peoples and human rights is of the
utmost importance.

The UN panel advocates for more sustainable and ethical mining
practices. Key recommendations include: stronger governance,
benefit sharing, international and multi-stakeholder cooperation,
and a global traceability and transparency framework to ensure due
diligence in supply chains and enable corporate accountability.

A circular economy, where minerals are recycled from retired
technologies, offers a way to reduce dependency on newly mined
resources and lessens environmental impacts.

Innovation in materials science was another focus of the discussion.
The panel highlights that technological advancements could reduce
the amount of critical minerals required for clean energy technologies,
further easing pressure on ecosystems and communities.

The UN panel report is clear: critical minerals are essential to the
clean energy transition, but their extraction must not undermine
Indigenous Peoples, human and environmental rights. A balanced
approach is needed—one that promotes stronger regulations and
innovation to minimize the need for newly mined minerals.Only
by addressing these challenges head-on can the world achieve a just,
equitable and sustainable future.
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More Mobility Less Mining

By Great Basin Resource Watch

n early 2023 a progressive policy think
tank called the Climate and Community

Project  reviewed  community  impacts | Lithium Demand in 2050 Under Different Scenarios
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US EV market alone would require triple

the amount of lithium currently produced

for the entire global market. This boom in
demand would be met by the expansion of
mining.

Large-scale mining entails social and environmental harm, in
many cases irreversibly damaging landscapes without the consent
of affected communities. As societies undertake the urgent and
transformative task of building new, zero-emissions energy systems,
some level of mining is necessary. But the volume of extraction is
not a given. Neither is where mining takes place, who bears the
social and environmental burdens, or how mining is governed

(emphasis added).

This report finds that the United States can achieve zero-emissions
transportation while limiting the amount of lithium mining
necessary by reducing the car dependence of the transportation
system, decreasing the size of EV batteries, and maximizing lichium
recycling (emphasis added).

Reordering the US transportation system through policy and
spending shifts to prioritize public and active transit while reducing
car dependency can also ensure transit equity, protect
ecosystems, respect Indigenous rights, and meet the
demands of global justice (emphasis added).”

Graph from “Achieving Zero Emissions with More Mobility Less Mining” report by the Climate
and Community Institute

case recycling, could reduce lithium demand by 92% in
2050.

“The scenario representing a medium average battery size,
combined with the best case for reducing car ownership
would result in a 67% reduction in lithium demand from
the Status Quo.”

This analysis supports GBRW'’s
position that there is a path to take
pressure off of frontline mining-
affected communities while still
transitioning away from fossil fuels.

Other solutions to minimize mining while lowering
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Graphic: Kassandra Lisenbee
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State Regulators Use Administrative Approaches
to Water Rights That Advantage Mining

By Great Basin Resource Watch

his year GBRW, in conjunction with local scholars, produced a
paper looking at the mining industry’s influences on state water
accounting practices. Below is an abstract of the paper.

Extracting Ore, Mining Groundwater:
Governmental Indicators and the Politics of Water
Rights for the Mining Industry in Nevada, USA

Authors: Kate Berry, Noel Vineyard, Kassandra Lisenbee,
John Hadder, Matt Tanager

ABSTRACT: In this paper we address governmentality and
the politics of water rights by examining the Nevada Division
of Water Resources (the Division)’s governance associated
with water indicators and accounting practices. We are
specifically interested in the political work of
water indicators and accounting practices as
they are produced, applied, and contested —
work that generates advantages for Nevada’s
mining industry. We focus on perennial yield,
an important indicator used by the Division,

and examine accounting practices in which mining water
rights are designated as temporary and nonconsumptive. We
examine how these water indicators and accounting practices
are deployed in ways that 1) make groundwater legible and
apportionable in ways that advantage the mining industry;
2) reduce the visibility of mining access to groundwater; and
3) enhance the resource state’s objectivity and legitimacy.

Mining operations use large quantities of water and are the
second largest industry pumping Nevadas groundwater. GBRW
will continue to research and advocate for reform on the mining

industry’s use and misuse of water.

You can find the paper in the Water Alternatives Journal 17(2): 437-
454 https://www.water-alternatives.org/index.php/alldoc/articles/
vol17/v17issue2/750-a17-2-8/file
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Community Right to Know Coadalition

By Judith Harker, Citizens to Protect Smith Valley

he Coalition for Community Right to Know, is a group of non-

profit organizations and individuals in northwestern Nevada,
regionally focused on Mason and Smith valleys. The Coalition was
developed in response to proposed mining projects that will affect
these communities in positive and negative ways. The purpose of the
Coalition is to gather information about regional mining projects in
an unbiased way and to make this information available to these
communities.

The Community Right to Know (CRTK) principle refers to the right
for people to participate in an informed way in decisions that affect
them. When mining companies develop a mine plan, decisions
about the plan are based on technical information gathered by
the company's contractors. Typically, complete information is
not available to the public, and some information is considered
proprietary or company information only. As a result, community
members and often their local governments are not well-informed
about the full range of the mine’s effects. Under CRTK, the goal
is to achieve transparency between the mining company, permitting
agencies, and the public.

Independent, qualified professionals such as hydrologists are needed
as community consultants in the earliest stages of mine development.
These independent consultants work with the community and mine
technical contractors to agree on how to collect and analyze relevant
data. Working together early in the development of a mine plan will
benefit the affected communities as well as the mining company.
Cooperation under the CRTK principle allows communities to
develop legitimate, data-based concerns about how the mine will
affect their environment, economy, and way of life. An improved
mine plan that addresses these concerns can facilitate a community-
centered mine permitting process and may also forestall costly,
lengthy litigation.

The Coalition meets regularly with representatives from Hudbay
Minerals Mason Project copper mine to agree on the CRTK
process, discuss the mine plan, and potentially set up a fund for
an independent baseline hydrologic analysis of northern Smith
Valley—a first step toward understanding how in operations will
affect Smith Valley water.
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Great Basin Groups Rising in Response to Mining

By Grear Basin Resource Watch

With the increased threat of mining throughout Nevada,
community groups are rising in response. These groups

include...

Citizens to Protect Smith Valley

Our grassroots community group M‘!ﬁ‘htr

was formed to monitor a.nd track ] éMH‘HYﬁLLEY
a proposed mega, open-pit copper i ] n.-
mine in Smith Valley, NV. When a IN E WV.A DA
foreign mining company sought to be e

included in the Lyon County Lands Bill to privatize public land and
skirt federal environmental permitting, the Smith Valley community
rallied together and pushed back. As a result, this land transfer is
no longer part of the lands bill. The community group has joined
a coalition based on Community Right to Know principles, which
works to ensure that affected communities obtain the information
they need to understand the full impact of the proposed mine.
The | coalition is currently focusing on the cultural, technical,
environmental and economic aspects of water. - Protectsv.org

Prayer Horse

In the traditional ancestral, and unceded lands
of the Numu (Paiute), Newe (Shoshone),
and Wasisiw (Washoe), Prayer Horse, Inc
is a grassroots, Original and First Nation
Peoplesled, community service group, whose
mission is to preserve cultural heritage,

languages, and traditional lifeways, prayer, and ceremonies; to
advocate for our People; to protect our sacred lands, air, and water
for future generations; to promote environmental stewardship; to
monitor our lands in the face of destructive resource exploitation
and heavy metals mining; and to support cultural resilience and
revitalization efforts. We ride in the Vision of our Ancestors for
Prayer, Healing, Awareness, and Unity - [PrayerHorse.org; on
Instagram @prayer_horse; on Facebook at Nanesootuhina Pookoo

Goobakatudu (Prayer Horse).

Western Shoshone Defense Project

Our mission is to affirm Newe (Western
Shoshone)
Sogobia (the people’s earth mother) by

decision-making over Newe
protecting, preserving, and restoring Newe

rights and lands for present and future

generations based on cultural and spiritual
teachings and traditions. WSDP believes that antiquated laws,
such as the 1872 Mining Law and the Plenary Power Doctrine,
continue to unfairly impact Indigenous peoples based on colonial
concepts, including the 1493 Doctrine of Discovery. Over the
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years, the WSDP has engaged directly with the United Nations
(UN) to bring these injustices forward. In a 2006 UN decision, the
U.S. was urged to pay attention to “the right to health and cultural
rights of the Western Shoshone...which may be infringed upon by
activities threatening their environment and/or disregarding the
spiritual and cultural significance they give to their ancestral lands.”
- defenseprojectwesternshoshone@gmail.com

Atsa Koodakuh wyh Nuwu

Atsa Koodakuh wyh Nuwu (People
of Red Mountain) are traditional
knowledge keepers and descendants
of the Fort McDermitt Paiute,
Shoshone, and Bannock Tribes.
Our group of Indigenous land defenders came together to protect
our ancestral homelands from the threats of lithium mining. Our
fight to protect sacred lands has grown with five transnational

People of
Red Mountain

companies laying mining claims in our homelands. The health
of our ancestral lands is essential to the survival of our culture
and traditions. Thousands of years of Indigenous knowledge is
endangered and we will continue to speak up for our lands, waters,
plants, and animals, and protect what makes us original peoples of
these lands. - peopleofredmountain.com
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GBRW'’s Mine Project Tracker
Aims to Go Public!

By Mart Tanager

his year, GBRW has focused on publicizing our work and

making it usable for communities. A big part of that has been
updating our Project Tracking System and converting it to a more
user-friendly version. Our goal is that communities can use the
tracker to stay up to date with state and federal mining permitting
actions, and have a central place to access resources, including official
documents and GBRW comments.

The top row of the tracker includes helpful links to permits in
Nevada, including pending permits, meaning those still under
review by an agency and not yet released for public comment.

Our tracker also includes a google map link which you can click to
show a view of all mine projects in Nevada — these locations are at

the approximate centers of projects and don’t necessarily show the
entire Plan of Operations boundaries but are a great way to see how
close projects are to your home.

Below that is a running feed of what GBRW is tracking (top rows
are newest). For each project, select the name which opens a
Dropbox folder that includes all our documents, past comments,
and miscellaneous notes

There are also links to current permits up for comments (Next
Action Type) and a Priority Score to see a quick at-a-glance, 1-10
rating of how many impacts a project could have.

¥ 7/19/2024 |Rhyolite Ridae |Map Proposed - DEIS Comment
20 7/18/2024 Bz ation
2 716/2024 Wi ® https://www.dropbox.co.. O 2Z ™
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€% Great Basin
f) Resource Watch

P.O. Box 207 - Reno, NV 89504

Ways to Take Action!

Sign up for our Action  Become a Great Basin ~ Make a secure online Follow GBRW on Learn more on our
Alert list by emailing Resource Watch donation at gbrw.org Instagram: website by scanning
kassandra@gbrw.org volunteer or by mail @basin_watch the QR code above
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who make our work possible; * &

GBRW.is a 501€(3). nonprofit organization: Do"Ti -gériﬁ‘_td'x'deduchble.




