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May 12, 2025

Melissa Jennings
BLM Tonopah Field Office
1553 South Main Street, Tonopah, Nevada 89049

Re: Preliminary Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Railroad Valley Project,
Nye County, Nevada (DOI-BLM-NV-B020-2025-0016-EA)

Dear Ms. Jennings,

Great Basin Resource Watch (GBRW) hereby submits the following comments and
concerns about the proposed Plan of Operations (PoO) for the 3PL Railroad Valley
Exploration Project and its associated effects on the environment and communities.

Water Issues

Dewatering Impacts

Drawdown from project-related pumping is stated to be “conservatively estimated at 0.2
feet at 1,500 feet from the wellhead and zero feet at 2,000 feet from the wellhead” (BLM
2025, 31). The Environmental Assessment cites these numbers as justification for no
further analysis of several special status flora and fauna species. However, there is no
discussion of how these drawdowns will occur temporally or spatially. Has 3PL modelled
drawdown at various times during the water year to account for lower recharge
conditions, or potential drought years? Is drawdown predicted to expand radially, or may
it project further in certain directions due to local soil and geological conditions?

Hydrologic Baseline and Analysis.

A complete characterization of the surface waters and springs and an understanding of
groundwater movement is needed. To achieve this end, at least one year of monthly
samples followed by quarterly samples, as a baseline. There should have been
recorded water level data in every exploration bore-hole collected. An adequate number
of those boreholes should become monitoring wells and there should be a minimum 5
years of hydrologic baseline collected.

Complete assay analysis is also needed to include Safe Drinking Water and Nevada
Dept. of Environmental Protection standards.



Baseline Monitoring Plan

The purpose of a baseline monitoring plan is not only to evaluate existing conditions but
also to provide a monitoring network and data set that can be used after project
implementation: for assessing changes in the groundwater system and potential
impacts to water. The appendix to this comment letter provides an outline of the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) water resource data and analyses, which includes a
summary of the baseline groundwater and groundwater-related data (e.g., water rights)
information needed for a mining project.

For groundwater-related information like water rights, understanding the locations,
points of diversion, uses, and other associated information is important for evaluating
the appropriateness of monitoring inclusive of groundwater quality analyses to be
considered.

Groundwater Investigation

A groundwater investigation should be conducted that addresses the issues/topics
found in the attached BLM outline for baseline groundwater investigations related to
mining projects. Specifically for this project, the following items listed below should be
addressed:

e Potential for dewatering and associated issues including estimation of volume of
water to be extracted, water quality of extracted water, disposal options for
extracted water, and potential impacts associated with discharge of Poor-quality
water;

e Water-use requirements by proposed operation including processing and
disposal of tailings; and,

e Potential for surface and subsurface (including groundwater) of discharge of
waters associated with processing and tailings.

GBRW would expect that hydraulic characterization of the proposed mine area would
include constructing test wells and conducting aquifer testing to evaluate hydraulic
characteristics of earth materials present as well as effects of hydrogeologic boundaries
such as faults. This data will be important for providing a sound basis for future
modeling.

Groundwater Quality Sampling and Analysis

A sampling and analysis plan should be developed based on monitoring and sampling
from locations investigated for hydrologic conceptualization and baseline groundwater
monitoring from springs and monitoring wells. Included in that sampling and analysis
plan should be procedures for QA/QC control sampling and analyses. To gain a better
understanding of the baseline groundwater quality conditions, before the mining
operations begin, groundwater should be sampled for the same parameters completed
at the springs.



Numerical Groundwater Model Development

A numerical groundwater model that can be used to evaluate both flow and potential
contaminant transport aspects will ultimately need to be developed to analyze the
effects of the Project on an already stressed groundwater basin. The spring monitoring,
groundwater investigation, and monitoring data will provide a basis for the development
of the model. The use of an existing groundwater model should one exist, may have a
record of acceptance or adoption by land/resource management agencies, and given
that it is already developed, substantially less cost to use.

The publicly accessible model (not proprietary — allows for independent review) should
be used to evaluate changes in groundwater elevation (drawdown) and the basin
groundwater balance as well as potential transport scenario results. A groundwater
modeling report should accompany the model for public review that includes modeling
assumptions, construction, scenario results, parameter sensitivity analysis results, and
descriptions of calibration quality.

Sensitive Habitat

Pond and Marsh

The pond and marsh located within the Project Area (illustrated in Figure 3-3 of the EA)
are within one mile of proposed surface disturbance and 0.9 miles from the nearest
wellhead. This pond has been confirmed to host Railroad Valley Tui Chub (Siphateles
bicolor ssp. 7) (McGinley, 2023). Although proposed dewatering is anticipated to be
zero feet at 2,000 feet from each wellhead, how may this be affected by any future
activities? Are there any plans for future well development, and may these extend
drawdown radii to the source spring? Will BLM or the operator revise any studies or
commit to monitoring of drawdown effects to confirm modelling of anticipated drawdown
to prevent effects to this source spring?

Wildlife

Given that occupied bighorn sheep, elk, mule deer, and pronghorn distributions exist
within the four-mile buffer around the Project Area, with pronghorn distribution occurring
within the Project Area itself (BLM 2025), what risk is there of project-related activities
disturbing any migration corridors of these distributions? The Environmental
Assessment also states that if winter drilling occurs, “pronghorn... could move out of the
area into similar habitat to minimize impacts”; however, the distance that this may
require is unclear in relation to the Project Area and project-related noise and
disturbance activities.

Land Disturbances

The project proposes 62,820 linear feet of newly constructed roads for project access.
New roads and cross-country travel can establish a new pathway for soil erosion, and



potentially cause an increase in recreational travel into that area. Any newly constructed
roads must see regular maintenance and inspection to prevent excessive erosion and
fugitive dust in the area. Given that the project does not anticipate to prevent
thoroughfare, may there be an increase in recreational travel on these newly
constructed roads as well?

Cultural Resources

The project needs to be aware of and take measures to avoid impacting historical and
cultural sites. In particular, the project and appropriate government agency needs to
consult with local tribal governments to plan a strategy for the project with cultural sites
in mind. While notification letters have been sent to some tribes in 2023 and a field visit
to the Project Area was completed in 2024 with members of several tribes, the operator
and BLM should be sure to continue consultation, especially in potential project
expansion or modifications that may cause concerns for cultural resources.

Reclamation

Any exploration project needs to have a clear reclamation plan in place that describes
how the area subject to exploration is to be returned to its “natural” state. The absence
of a detailed financial guarantee or long-term funding mechanism for post-reclamation
maintenance raises questions about the project's commitment to sustained ecological
restoration. Without such assurances, there is a risk that reclamation efforts may not be
adequately funded or maintained over time.

Sincerely,

John Hadder
Executive Director, Great Basin Resource Watch
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